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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 

1. This communication is responsive to amendment filed on January 19, 2006, where 
applicant amended claims 1,13 and 21, and added new claims 24,25. Claims 1-13,15- 
19,21,24,25 are pending. The rejections cited are as stated below. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 1/19/2006 have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

3. Applicant argues that Sivan does not disclose the selection of data to be combined with 
the initial or representative data to form a customized image. 

In reply, Sivan teaches overlaying a high resolution image over a low resolution image, 
which is equivalent to combining the selection data with the initial data (see Summary and 
column 6 lines 45-50). 

4. Applicant argues that Sivan does not disclose the efficient transmission of this data to a 
recipient without retransmitting the initial data. 

In reply, Sivan does teaches this because high resolution image and low resolution image 
are not the same and therefore the high resolution image does not comprise the low resolution 
image. Furthermore, this claim limitation is not supported by the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claims 1,13,21,24 rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Applicant has not 
mentioned or disclosed "additional parts do not comprise image data already sent in said 
representative part" in the specification. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1,2,3,7,8,9,12,13,15,16,19,21,24 and 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Sivan et al (US Patent No 6,281,874). 

9. In reference to claims 1,13,21 and 24, Sivan teaches a method and a corresponding image 
server for image transmission (Abstract), said method comprising the acts of: 
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hosting an image file on a server (column 21ines 45-50, column 4 lines 17-30 and column 
7 lines 20-60); 

transmitting a representative part of said image file to a client (column 2 lines 50-56 and 
column 4 lines 33-35); 

receiving a selection of a customization of said image file, based on said representative 
part, through a client interface on said client (column 3 lines 34-55 and column 4 lines 40-55); 

transmitting said customization information from said client to said server (column 2 
lines 55-60 and column 4 lines 55-65); 

parsing said image file on said server to determine additional parts of said image file that 
may be combined with said representative part to form said customization (column 3 lines 42-55, 
column 5 lines 1-35 and column 7 line 23 - column 8 line 30); and 

transmitting said additional parts of said image file to said client (column 21ines 60-67, 
column 5 lines 1-35, column 8 lines 10-13 and figure 1); 

wherein said representative part is only sent once during said transmitting a 
representative part and said additional parts do not comprise image data already sent in said 
representative part (column 4 line 20 - column 5 line 35 and column 6 lines 35-50). 

10. In reference to claim 2, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said representative 
part of said image file is a low-resolution version of said image, (column 4 lines 23-35) 

11. In reference to claim 3, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said client interface 
prompts a user for image customization data, (column 3 lines 30-40 and column 6 line 60 - 
column 7 line 15) 
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12. In reference to claim 7, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said transmitting 
uses an HTTP transmission protocol, (column 6 lines 50-67 and column 7 lines 20-25) 

13. In reference to claim 8, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said selecting a 
customization of said image comprises selecting an image resolution below the maximum 
resolution available for said image, (column 4 lines 32-65 and column 5 lines 1-35) 

14. In reference to claim 9, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said transmitting 
said additional parts of said image file comprises streaming said additional parts of said image 
file to said client (column 4 lines 17-35 and column 6 lines 50-67). 

15. In reference to claim 12, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said client caches 
data received from said server. (Summary, column 4 lines 20-45 and figures 1&4) It is inherent 
that the client would store the data received form the server. 

16. In reference to claim 15, Sivan teaches the method of claim 13 wherein said selecting a 
customization of said image comprises selecting an image resolution below the maximum 
resolution available for said image, (column 2 lines 40-67, column 3 lines 15-55, column 4 lines 
32-45 and figure 1) 

17. In reference to claim 16, Sivan teaches the method of claim 13 wherein said selecting a 
customized version of said image comprises selecting quality scalability (column 2 lines 40-67, 
column 3 lines 15-55, column 4 lines 32-45 and figure 1) 

18. In reference to claims 19 and 25, Sivan teaches the method of claims 13 and 24 
respectively wherein said transmitting uses an HTTP transmission protocol, (column 6 lines 50- 
67 and column 7 lines 20-25). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claims 4 and 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sivan et 
al (US Patent No 6,281,874) in view of Li, J. et al (ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG1 N1473, 
February 1999). 

Sivan teaches the method of claim 1. Sivan fails to explicitly teach wherein said selecting 
a customization comprises selecting data from the group consisting of quality data, scalability 
data, resolution data and region-of-interest (ROI) data; wherein said image file is a JPEG 2000 
file; and wherein said transmitting said customization data comprises streaming said 
customization of said image to said client. However, Li, J teaches streaming image file 
JPEG2000 over a network, where a user may select data within the image which includes 
resolution and ROI data for customized image viewing over a network (page 1, all; and page 2, 
first paragraph). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Sivan by 
streaming image file JPEG2000 over a network, where a user may select data within the image 
which includes resolution and ROI data as per the teachings of Li, J for customized image 
viewing over a network. 
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21. Claim 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sivan et al (US 
Patent No 6,281,874) in view of Duhault et al (US Patent No 5,900,868). 

22. In reference to claim 5, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 above. Sivan fails to 
explicitly teach wherein said selecting a customization comprises displaying a thumbnail image 
to a user and allowing a user to select customization characteristics by interaction with said 
thumbnail image. However, Duhault teaches displaying a thumbnail image to a user and 
allowing a user to select customization characteristics by interaction with said thumbnail image 
(Abstract, column 2 lines 10-35, column 5 lines 1-45 and column 6 lines 40-57). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Sivan by 
displaying a thumbnail image to a user and allowing a user to select customization characteristics 
by interaction with said thumbnail image as per the teachings of Duhault for the purpose 
customizing images. 

23. Claims 10 and 11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sivan 
et al (US Patent No 6,281,874) in view of Li, C et al (US Patent No 6,345,279). 

24. In reference to claim 10, Sivan teaches the method of claim 1. Sivan fails to explicitly 
teach wherein the size of said representative part is relative to the bandwidth of the connection 
between said server and said client interface. However, Li, C teaches a content adaptation 
process by using a client profile which includes the network bandwidth connection between the 
client and server for the purpose of customizing a multimedia file for a client (column 5 line 65 - 
column 6 line 49). 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Sivan by making 
the size of said representative part is relative to the bandwidth of the connection between said 
server and said client interface as per the teachings of Li, C for the purpose of customizing a 
multimedia file for a client. 

25. In reference to claim 1 1 , Sivan teaches the method of claim 1 . Sivan fails to explicitly 
teach wherein said representative part comprises metadata comprising data selected from the 
group consisting of image quality data, scalability data, resolution data and ROI data. However, 
Li, C teaches multimedia data items with representations containing metadata for multimedia 
customization to be delivered to a client (column 1 lines 15-35 and column 4 line 57 - column 5 
line 47). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Sivan by making 
the representative part comprise metadata comprising data selected from the group consisting of 
image quality data, scalability data, resolution data and ROI data as per the teachings of Li, C for 
multimedia customization to be delivered to a client. 

26, Claims 17 and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sivan 
et al (US Patent No 6,281,874) in view of Duhault et al (US Patent No 5,900,868) in further 
view of Li, J. et al (ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29AVG1 N1473, February 1999). 

Sivan teaches the method of claim 13. Sivan fails to explicitly teach wherein said 
selecting a customization of said image comprises selecting a region of interest on said image; 
and wherein said image file is a JPEG 2000 image file. However, Li, J teaches streaming image 
file JPEG2000 over a network, where a user may select data within the image which includes 
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resolution and ROI data for customized image viewing over a network (page 1, all; and page 2, 
first paragraph). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Sivan by 
streaming image file JPEG2000 over a network, where a user may select data within the image 
which includes resolution and ROI data as per the teachings of Li, J for customized image 
viewing over a network. 



27. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramy M. Osman whose telephone number is (571) 272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://paii-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



RMO 

March 31, 2006 




